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St Stephen’s /Text: Acts 18.23-28 Sat/Sun Feb 23,24, 2008 
            

 
The Teaching of the Word 

 
When we left Paul last week he was in Corinth for almost two years.  Look what he was doing… 
So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God. Acts 18:11 
 
Near the end of that time, he began the final leg of that journey… 
 

Å

 
 
On the way back to Antioch he went from… Corinth – Ephesus – Caesarea – Jerusalem – Antioch 
 
Then Paul Launched his Third Mission Journey 
After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout the region of Galatia 
and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. Acts 18:23  
 
Note that he starts his third journey, once again, from Antioch (far right in green) and moves westward… 
 

Å
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I want you to look at this more carefully.  Here is a slide of… the Second Mission Trip: 
 

Å

 
 
Now look at this slide of his Third Mission Trip: 
 

Å

 
 
Do you see how Paul covers roughly the same ground, all over again?  His second mission trip has lasted over 3 years.  His third 
journey will last over 5 years.  Where does he go?  He could have gone south to Alexandria and Africa. He could have pushed 
west to Spain.  But he didn’t.  He visits all the places where he has travelled before.  Why?   
 
After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout the region of Galatia 
and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. Acts 18:23  
 
Look at the phrase, ‘strengthening all the disciplesΩ.  That’s what he did.  And do you know how he did it?  .ȅ ΨǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ. 
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This was tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ:  he would visit these cities, plant a church, teach for a while, leave and go to another city – and then 
after some months write to the church he had just left.    
 
His letters were treasured, faithfully copied and circulated to other churches.  Sometimes the letters would address urgent local 
problems – like his letters to the Corinthians, sometimes they were comprehensive in their scope, like his letters to the 
Ephesians and the Philippians.  They quickly became authoritative in all the churches. 
 
Luke and Paul would in the end author about half of the New Testament – letters written for the purpose of ‘strengthening all 
the disciples’.   
God raised up other teachers, too.  In ch 18 we meet…  

a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the 
Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately... 
he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 

Acts 18:24-27  
 
What great things to say about a teacher!  Paul would write about Apollos’ ministry to the Corinthians with this phrase, “I 
planted, Apollos wateredΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧέ  Apollos had a watering ministry for these thirsty young Christians.   
 
Wouldn’t you love to study under a man like Apollos?  We are featuring teachers like that in our Wednesday night Lenten series 
on theological controversy – men and women with a thorough knowledge of the scriptures, who have been well instructed in the 
way of the Lord, and who teach about Jesus accurately… Come and join us on Weds evenings! 
 
 
We are talking today about how God strengthens us through the study of the scriptures.  But I want to back up for a minu te and 
get inside your head and think with you about the whole issue of thought and study and ideasΧ 
 
Thinking about ideas has a bad rap today.  We are not a thinking culture.  We value feelings more than thought.  We say, “I feel 
like this and so I am going to act like this…”  Our feelings rule!  But I want to point out something to you; the idea that feelings 
are more important than thoughts is an idea!  A set of values.  A thought!  You can’t get away from thought – even when you try 
and get away from thought. 
 
“Well”, you might say, “if we are going to talk about ideas, ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ideas on me… everyone has their own ideas.  Don’t 
push yours.’  But that is an idea.  It comes straight out of the Enlightenment.  It is the idea that “All truth is relative”.  It is an 
important idea – and a bad idea.  It’s hard to get away from ideas. 
 
You might say, ‘I believe everyone is saved by being sincere and trying to live a good life, not by their beliefs…’   But this is also 
an idea, a thought, a belief.  We call this idea, ‘justification by works.’  It is an important idea – but it is not a Christian idea.   
 
The world is filled with ideas.  You can’t get away from that.  Ideas govern human life.  Even the idea that ‘ideas are not 
important’ is an idea, a teaching, a doctrine.  And a bad one at that! They are unavoidable.   
 
Your mind is a great gift of God to you, given to enable you to grasp ideas, to weigh them, and to act upon them.  Don’t waste 
your mind!  God wants you to use it, and use it well!!!  That is why God wants to teach you his ways, his thoughts, his truth - 
because ideas govern human life.  They are like the rudder on your ship. 
 
That is why we are devoted to Apostolic ideas, Apostolic teaching, to the teaching of these witnesses of Jesus, of his death and 
resurrection.  Because we believe these are the best ideas in the world.  We believe they are the true ideas about life.  This issue 
is at the heart of our difficulties in the Anglican Communion; we are trying to decide if we can trust the word of God to set the 
rudder of our ship, to shape our thoughts and values and confidences.  To teach accurately about life and God.  This is very 
important! 
  
I want to mention two of the great changes studying the Bible will bring to your life… 
 
You Will Get Closer To JesusΧ 
We are told that Apollos had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus 
accurately... 
 
The people in these new churches didn’t know much about Jesus when they first believed – just that he loved them, that he was 
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the hope of Israel, that he had died for their sins, that God raised him from the dead – that was a lot, but there was more, much 
more.  There is always more.  When they believed the preaching of Paul, they said ‘yes’  to a voice behind his voice…  When they 
came to faith in Jesus, they came into a relationship with Jesus – and they wanted to know who he was.   
 
Courtship with Becca – just three weeks and we promised our lives to each other.  Then we got to know each other!  30 years 
later we are still getting to know each other better, love each other more deeply.   
 
Often, it will happen like that; you come into a relationship with him ς and then you get to know him!  That is what happened 
to the disciples in the gospels… and it is what happens to us today.  I have been getting to know Jesus better for 35 years.  That is 
part of why I still love to learn about him. 

 
So they devoted themselves to the apostleΩs teaching to get to know Jesus.  And you do. 
 
When you come to a teaching, or read your Bible, or listen to an sermon – pray this, “Lord, speak to me today.  Tell me about 
yourself.  I want to know you better.  Tell me about me, and your purposes for my life.  Speak, Lord, for your servant is lisǘŜƴƛƴƎΧέ 
 
Here is what else happens when you sit under the teaching of the Bible –  
 
You Will Become Like JesusΧ 
 
When you study what the scriptures say about our minds, you find two themes.  One is that our minds are remarkable.  We can 
think lofty thoughts.  Our minds have tremendous capabilities.  The other theme is that ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǊƛƎƘǘ.  They are 
infected by our fallen nature.  They are twisted and bent.  It is easier for us to think dark thoughts than good thoughts.   
 
¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΧ 
 If you think money… you will become miserly or covetous 
 If you think ‘me!’… you will become proud and self-centered 
 If you think revenge, you will become angry and vindictive 
 If you think sex, you will become lustful or addicted or predatory 
 
When you come to faith in Jesus and start to get to know him, you find that he wants to free your mind, heal your mind.  Restore 
your mind.   
 
Paul writes: 

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǎτhis good, pleasing and perfect will.  

Romans 12:2  
 
The teaching of the Scriptures have the power to free your mind and renew your mind and heal your mind.  Free you to become 
like Jesus, to have his attitudes and his thoughts and his values.  Your mind is your rudder; you become ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΧ   
 
I want to encourage you to study the Bible.  Maybe you could take a book of the Bible and focus on it for a year, and make it 
your own.  Or pick up one of the classics like any book by John Stott or J. I. Packer – try Packer’s, ‘Knowing God’ – or come on 
Wednesday nights – or go to a local conference like Henry Blackaby  - and think hard and carefully about Jesus… 
 
I remember when I first started to read and study the scriptures, I felt like my mind had been ƻǇŜƴŜŘΧ  ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
baptized by the Lord… old thoughts began to just drop away – new thoughts grew and were being worked through – I began to 
see myself differently, see the world differently, see God much more clearly.   
 
Paul went on this third missionary journey to bring the Word of God to the people of God so that they could be strengthened, 
guided, by real ideas from the true God.  As you sit under the teaching of the Word of God, you learn about Jesus accurately, and 
you become Ψwell ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΧΩ  
 
That is a beautiful thing.   
 
 


