Learning From Jesus
Week 3 - Go d Greatness

Key Verse
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have beencal | ed according to his purposeeé
Romans 8.28

Key Term — Dominion: Therange of my effectivewill . Al | fsayo i s
given to Jesus (Matt 28.18). So we can have full confidence in Jesus for all of

life; every relationship, circumstance, opportunity, crisis, or decision. We can go

to him with complete confidence in his wisdom and his leading. His partners

enter and share his dominion (Luke 9 & 10; Willard, Hearing God, pp 130-33).

1 Dominion Prayer il arise today through a mighty strength, the
invocation of the Trinityé | summon today
andt hose €Wrlisé to shield me todayéo

ReflectionsonGod’' s Maj esty

AWhat 6s God | i ke?b90 A |l ot of people specul at
pl aces of I|ife, their Jdpegadad @towmcneationdondt pr o
always fail us. But not so the God of the Bible. As we get to know the real God,

we grow in our readiness to trust him. Out trust is linked to his character.

Last week we | ooked at Godds goodness. Thi s
greatness, at what the Bible oftencal | s hi s fAmaj estyo.
AGreat I s the Lord, a-/PgalmpdBeat / y to be pra

It is easy to |l ose sight of Godés majesty, m
diverted with the pressure of day to day pro
timetolooktoGod and stand in awe of hi m. Maybe i:
personal relationship with God and forget to teach people that although God is

personal heds not just | ike us; heds | mmense
obstacle to perceiving the greatness of God is that our minds are filled with

thoughts of our own greatness. J.I. Packer rightly says that, as a rule, modern

me n and wemskgreatithoughts of man [and] have small thoughts of

Godb Krfowing Godp.74).



To grasp Godos (¢ ryeitasthelpfuste comparce ounsalye®ts God.

For example we might ask, i Wh at | i rigreas deal, sob@honest. We
havel i mi ted ability, I imited knowledge, | imit
long. But when you make your list, and you look at the same time at God, you

quickly realize that what limits us does not limit him. Simply said, He has no

i mits. That is part of why we call Hi m fAgr

The Bible tells us, for one, that His presence is without limit. Theologians

call this the omnipresenceo f God. Psalm 139 picks up this
/! | ook behind me and youdbre ther&, then up
your reassuring presence, coming and going. Ps 139:5 (Msg)

The scriptures say that he fills every place, that he surrounds every person. You

candét do that. |l have 6 children scattered
canodt be with them every moment in every pla
our family to seven different cities over the years of our marriage. Each time it

meant saying goodbye to wonderful friends and saying hello to strangers who

would fast become friends. Each time was hard. But each time was anchored

by the confidence that the same God we had served here would go with us to

the place he had called us. He promises to be with us everywhere. You can not

escape him or shake him, dodge him or duck h
exception; He is great.

The bible also says His knowledge is without limit. Theologians call this the
omniscience of God. His knowledge extends over the earth and throughout
the cosmos. He knows the stars in the heavens and the flowers in the fields.
He knows the angels and the demons, and the destiny of the nations. He knows
the past and the present amedandybueHe ut ur e é A
knows everything. AgainPsal m 139 sounds the themeé

You know everything | do, from far away you understand all my thoughts.

You see me, whether | am working or resting, you know all my actions.

Ps 139:2-3 (GNB)

| have learned overthe year s t hat | dondt wunderstand my
well as | thought | once did. Human hearts have a depth of deception that is

often beyondoursight. | f ol |l ow my heart and make a deci
So we learn to be cautious about ourselves, our feelings and fantasies and

dr eams. A n dthak God lehowls mafar bedtet, far more deeply. He

knows me inside out. He knows my thoughts, my excuses, my accomplishments
and failures, He knows my integrity and my deceptions; he even knows the
decreasing number of hairs on my head! His eye is always upon me; | always
live in his sight. That makes living an awesome journey, filled with significance.



Can anyone hide I n secret places so that |/
Lorn A Do maetavie nf ialnldler@a24at h ? o

Goddés knowledge is without | imit:; He i s grea

The Bible tells us as well that His power is without limit. Theologians call this
the omnipotence of God. We say that God is almighty. By that the scriptures
mean He can do whatever he wills. He has unlimited power. He never gets tired.
He is never frustrated. He never fails.
The LorDreigns, he is robed in majesty,; the LORDIs robed in majesty and is
armed with strength.. Your throne was established long ago;, you are from all
eternity. Ps 93:1,2

Nothing is too hard or difficult for Him. He can create a universe from the great

constellations to the smallest micro-organisms. He can answer any prayer He

likes. He can convert the hardest most self-centered unbeliever. He can heal

any heart, mend any relationship, forgive any sin. Jesus said, A/ things are

possible with God.” (Matt 9.23; Lk 18.27) After his resurrection he saidthat 7 a / /
authority I n heaven and onM#&2818)MHeidas been gi
Aal mi ghty. o

This is not true of you or me. Our abilities are limited. Our weaknesses are

obvious (to everyone but us! But 3)figure t
Many thingsaret oo h ar d. dowNd&gevecwe want. In Isaiah 40, God
makes just this pointé

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth

of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a

basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance?
Isa 40:12

Have you? No é but Gbedr ehbass taGualis pighitgin td.oe s .
He is great, He is majestic. He knows everything, can be anywhere, and can do
everything He decides to do. He has no limits.

Do you think enough about this? This is our confidence in our journey in life,
that God is good and he is almighty. He holds the whole world in his hands,
eveni and especiallyi the lives of those who have yielded to him. His
characteri s t he foundation of our pereetlfsafdence t ha
place tobed ( D Wiorlthbsa whib Yrust him , a place where even our faults
and failures are woven into his redemptive purposes. St Paul famously phrases it
like this,
we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have beencal | ed accor di n gWhatotheh, shall we say ip o0 s e €
response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? é Who shall



separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? é No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, ne ither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Rom 8:28,31,35,37-39 (NIV)

Reflection Question: Summarize the key ideas in the Reflection in your
own words.

Bible Study: Powers

See Marva DawnknieBewermrsnd Wéaa Tabernacling of
1. Look up the following verses, and summarize them in the spaces below.

Reference Col 1.16 (created good)

Reference  Rom 8.19-22 (part of fallen creation)

Reference Rom 8.38-39 (cannot separate us)




Reference 1 Cor 15.25-26 (death a cosmic power, subjected)

Reference Col 2.13-15; 1 Pe 3.22 (Christ over the powers)

Reference 1 Cor 2.8 (earthly powers against Christ)

Reference Eph 6.10-12 (out battle against the powers)

2. What is new to you in thinking about the

Spiritual Tool for the Week

The following exercise is to be done this week. Record your experiences in the
spaces below.

The Aiden Compline: use it several evenings this week

Reflections on your experience




Readings for Next Week:

R e a cEmbracing...” , Ch a p-6 and answer the following questions
on chapters 4-6.

1. What do you think of E. Underhill s quote
true for you?Look at Ji méds phrase on p. 74, fnAGod wa
not simply get it erased. 0

2. Do you think God is really O6more eager to

(p.65) What does Jim say causes us to reject this forgiveness (p.69)?

3.AThere |l urks within us a voice that condemi
possible sources of this voice? Haveyou been aware of it in your life?




4. Whatisthebasi s upon fiwhich we dar e Ndnethgi ve o
60si x stages we encounter in the process o

5. What are the 4 misconceptions about forgiveness that Jim mentions (pp. 96 -
97)?

6. Describe the steps in the healing journey of forgiveness that Jim describes
(p.98ff) How can you forgive someone who does not ask for your for giveness?
(p. 104-105)

Read Ted Haggar dpolbogyLet ter of A
Why do you think this happened? What could have prevented it? What is God
saying to us through it?
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