THE WAY OF JESUS

Week 2 - Go d Geodness

Key Verse:

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus
Christ. We write this to make our joy comple te.

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light;
in him there is no darkness at all.

1 John 1:3-5 (NIV)

Key Term: God Beauty-According to Dallas Willard,
interesting life, is full of joy, is one great e ternal experience of all that is good

and true and beautiful and right. This idea stands opposed to common culture

images of God as a morose and miserable monarch, frustrated and petty parent,

or policeman on the prowl o (Jd406). beelhetsson, St u
3.2; Psa27.4

ReflectionsonGod’' s Goodness

Think about what you would say if someone came to you and asked you to tell

them, in short form, the message that Jesus brought to earth. Perhaps you

would begin to talk abmouabdotw Glhdi $todeswasde
sacrifice for our sinsé or about the hope of
ever sum it up the way John did in 1 John 1.5 ?

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is
light: in him there is no darkness at all.

| woul dnét. And the fact that John did has
or two. Why did he summarize Jesusd6 teachin
by this summary?

The statement that God is light immediately bringstomindGod 6 s gl ory, Godds
holiness and Godods §egueothidiclsmagery\Wdight hi nk of
(goodness) and darkness (evil), and so we tend to think when John says that

God is light that John is referring to his moral purity. And he is (see the

following verses in 1 John 1), but he is also referring to G o d unfailing kindness,

care, and compassion. That also is part of his goodness.



Think of Jesusd teaching that God is our Fat
good and the bad alike (Matthew 5.43-48), that he cares for us and will provide

for our needs (Matt 6.25 -34), and that our Father gives good gifts to those who

ask him (Matt 7.7-11). Thi s i s part of what John means w
there is no darkness at all.0

Rememberthe biblical storyoft hi s wor | d @sd creates averytiing é
there is by speaking it into existence...
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.
Genesis 1:31

It was very good because God is very good. | wonder if you believe in the
goodness of God and the goodness of life.

You might want to spend some time reading how C.S. Lewis imagines the birth
of Narnia... (Readingsfrom7h e Mag i/ c i a.npp 316-Mdp h e w

Do you believe that God is good and that he has made this world good and your
Il ife good? That é

1 God is your Father and he is good. All the way through.

T This world is your Fathero6s house. |t
T My life is my Fatheroés gift. 't i s go
1

That even with all my challenges, difficulties, failures and
oppor t uaventwithetle éeality of evil, i tis good to be me,
good to be living my life.

St. Clare made this prayer her own, and said it was the daily breath of a disciple
of Jesus:

o0Lord God, blessed be thou for having cr e
AWe wil|l never haveaetihg tavseg, onlBeséunl es
absolutely sure that i1t iIs goo@allédsor wus to
Willard)

Let me ask you again, do you believe that God is good and that he has made this
world good and your life good? Can you confesswithDavi d t hat é
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places,
indeed, | have a beautiful inheritance.
Ps 16:6 (ESV)

Look again at our verse from 1 John...
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him is no darkness at all.
1 John 1:5 (RSV)



This is the message of Jesus' Kingdom, that God is good, that there is no
darkness, no evil, no mean streak in him. His universe is good. My life is a good
gift. I can trust him to manage my world.

Butthereissomethi ng deep within us that is 111 at e
There is a default mode of the human heart that simply, to be honest, does not

believe God is good. Because of this, our capacity to trust him is crippled,

cautious, and always suspicious. Ths default attitude of our hearts is not

eradicated by our conversion; it remains, haunting our life of faith with

suspicious whispers, fAiYou cané6t really trust
he is going to take you t o Havdwyauederhad ace and
thoughts like that? Do you think God has a mean streak?

AWhen oO0Omor al fkaiolwnr e€€hd i csft i merlsléar e exami ng¢
always turn out to be based on the idea that God has required them to

serve in such a way that they themselvesmu st &6t ake care of thei
needsd®é rather than bei ng(DiinecCbhnspracpr ovi ded
338)

If you believe that, you will not trust God to manage this world T or manage
your life. You will try to take hold of the world and make it serve you .

| n L erkeiLwm the Witch and the Wardrobe, when Susan hears for the first

time that Aslan is a lion, she is afraid to see him. "Is he quite safe? | shall feel

rather nervous about meeting a lion." Mrs Beaver responds... "Safe? Who said

anything about being safe?" Mr. Beaver would later explain that Aslan is "not a

tame lion". "Butheisgood.” Iti s the discovery of Aslands g
Susanédés heart.

When you look hard at our failures in life, | think underneath them is a fear t hat
God is not good, then he cannot be trusted to manage my life, that he has
required too much of us, and that we must take things into out own hands and
live our lives from our own resources. And when we do, we fail. Itis the

di scovery ofssBaiskiles ougleartd. n e

The Gospelo f Go d 6 s sitk squagely onrthe deeply rooted truthof Go d 6 s
goodness, which is why it is called AnGood Ne
himself to be good, supremely in the life, death and resurrection of his Son, we

can trust him, without reservation, in all he directs us to do. This is the message

of the Kingdom that gives us assurance that hisworldi s 6éa perfectly saf e
f or us (DWpandtleat irdJesus, we are under a perfect love that eliminates

all fear (1 John 4.18). We do not have to hold back, wedo not have to 06hec



our bWede nobhave to keep one eye on the escape hatch. &od is goody
we say, @ll the time & Upon that confidence, we flourish and live.

Reflection Question: Summarize the key ideas in the Reflection in your
own words.

Spiritual Tool - The following exercise is to be done this week. Record your
experiences in the spaces below.

Counting Your Blessings One By One

Look at Psalm 136. It is a great psalm of praise to God for his goodness (vs 1)

and his steadfast love and mercy. From themes of creation (vv 4-9) to

redemption (vv 10-24) to daily provision (vs 25), praise rings out, always with

the rejoinder fihis steadfast | ove endures fo

Write your own psalm over the next days, adding new lines every day, thanking

God in specific detail for his goodness and steadfast love to you. Take the time

to be specific, and to write it down. Pair each thanksgiving with a verse of your

own creation about Godds mercy and good
Ayour mercy to me over fl ows oRraydgaloudial | t
every day.

Reflections on your experience




Homework: For next week, please do the following Bible study and complete
the questions r elEmbracingthetlave aF GoohChapterstl-B8.6 s

Bible Study: God’ s Gr eat ness

1. Look up the following verses, and summarize them in the spaces below.

Reference Isaiah 40:15-17, 22

Reference Isaiah 40.23, 6-8

Reference Isaiah 40.25-26

Reference lIsaiah 40.27-31

2. How would you summari ze Goddés Greatness?




3. Whatdow 27-31 t el l us about Goddés care and comj

4. What do you think about Paul dés claim in RO

Readings
Prior to next phleasekead Ecnibarsasc. i, Ghaptérs 1-6
and answer the following questions on chapters 1-3.

1. Read the quote by Wm Blake (pg 1) and Ephesians 3.18-19 (pg 5). Do you
agree with Blake?

2 . Look at ((il8par a odametnhat AFor most of my
related to God on the basis of what I did fo
i mpressed with Chr i s tCdnsidechs exampte of¢he swivél o me . 0
chair on p. 21. Is this shift of focus easy for you?




3. Explain St Francis6 comment (p. 24) and Ji
who God says we ar3.0How ®esdhisahHage goursense of3 7
identity?

4. Where does Jim say shame comes from (pp. 27-28) and how do we normally
deal with it (p. 28)? How does realism (pp 34 -35) and Godd gracious voice (pp.
38-39) remove the fear?

5. WhatdoesJimmmeanby o6we revere e@&umhs0-b6l)?her too I itt
6.Jim says, Al can only give as | have receiyv
receive is in direct proportion to how much
agree?




